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ACTION DEPARTMENT l 4 o 9 * INFORMAi iuim DMiNvit\ur\ 356, V I LNT I aims. 

PHNOM PENH 320 * GENEVA 136, SEOUL 2 6, TAIPEI 4 l , MANILA 11 % 

LONDON 184 , PARIS 171, MOSCOW 2d, KUALA LUMPUR 2 6, CINCPAC 651,, 

GENEVA FOR FECON. 

CINCPAC FOR POLAD. 

REFERENCES DEPARTMENT CIRCULAR 185O AND DEPARTMENT TELEGRAM 1230 . 

1 HAH I PNG AN D VER Y FRANK TALK WITH PRESIDENT DIEM TODAY ON_ 
SUBJECTLAOS^ PURSUANT^! NSTRUCT I ON DEPTEL 1850.' (BOUN OUM AND 
PHOUMl ARRIVE HERE TOMORROW AFTERNOON. 1 COULD NOT SEE DIEM 
EARLIER BECAUSE OF HIS ABSENCE FROM SAIGON.) 

MORE HEADWAY WAS MADE WITH DIEM THAN ANTICIPATED, ALTHOUGH j 

CANNOT PREDICT WITH ASSURANCE WHAT H E WILL SAY TO BO UN OUM AND 

PHOUM I ~ ON THE WHOLE, HIS ATTITUDE WAS REAL 15 IIC, THOUGH SORROWFUL 
HE ENDED BY SAYING, I N EFFECT,. 11 1 HAVE NEITHER THE M EANS NOR THE 
n miM- ■ H TtHWARf THF CONSIDER ED POLI CY "OF^THE US WITH REGAR D 
T(r-tvXOS^AN b I WILL "NOT 'DO SO . BU T AT l HE SAME TIME , I CANNOT 
AHPfr~ iTh'-IT bft.AUSE I H AVE~'flO~*CONF IDENC E IN SOUW Efc|A>|jUUMA « 

I Wlttr^TEnTBOuFT OUM_ AND.PHOUM.I WHAT l UNDERSTAND JQ_BE__THE 
FIRM POS ITI ON ' ' OF'' THE US* AND ASK THEM.. WHETHER. THEY, HAVE_ANY 
REAL ‘ALTERNATIVE TO GO I NG ALONG Wj TH_J T" . 1 ASKED HIM TO GO 
FURTHER - TTfEN'THAT-''TO _ CONSrDER WHAT IF ANY POSSIBLE ALTERNATIVES 
EXIST IN THE LIGHT OF THE US POSITION, AND TO GIVE HIS VISITORS 
A SHOVE IN THE DIRECTION IN WHICH LIES THE HIGHEST PROBABILITY 
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MAY 4i PM FROM. SAIGON 
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LAO- kj » - r ROM POINT OF VIEW OF SECURITY OF VIETNAM AS WELL AS 
Op > 1 11 • SAID HE WOULD CONSIDER THIS. 1 MENTIONED THE IMPORTANCE- 

• Communique, to them, to us, and to him. he said he 

,|(|(, 0 THIS. 


q: 1 did not threaten him, as suggested in paras 2 and 9 of 

jl.. C'VjO, I DID SAY WE FELT WE HAD RIGHT TO ASK HIM TO TRUST 

! 1 - Al » i.:rsh 1 p of the us in this situation, in the light of 


• ’ ■* - - y - - - 

, ' ,,,R S. I DREW ON ALL OTHER ARGUMENTS IN REF TELS, INCLUDING 

''"ION:; OF OTHER COUNTRIES. 


I ! 4f J 


" 1,1 ''CUSS ION WAS GRAVE,. SUT NOT UNFRIENDLY 
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NO LYING 


* t . 


NOte; rn 


MESSAGE GIVEN LIMIT DISTRIBUTION HANDLING. 5/5 CWO.JRL 




./ - <' r t* - 

■ ^ • ■ 9 •* J 


f 



